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Craft Artist )

What Does a Craft Artist Do?

In 2025 the e-commerce website Etsy had more than 95 million ac-
tive buyers and attracted over 400 million visitors every month. Etsy
offers customers an astonishing array of unique handmade items
created by craft artists, including jewelry, quilts, clothing, pottery,
toys, furniture, photos, and paintings. Other e-commerce sites, like

At a Glance

Number of Jobs
54,000 in 2023

Pay
$38,480 for craft art-
ists in 2024

Educational
Requirements
None

Personal Qualities
Creativity, artistic abili-
ties, business skills

Working Conditions
Irregular hours,
including nights and
weekends, sometimes
working with hazard-
ous materials

Future Job Outlook
Growth of 3 percent
through 2033

Amazon Handmade and Goimagine,
offer similar creations made by artists
who have built careers doing what they
love.

Craft artists make handmade ob-
jects that are designhed to be useful as
well as artistically pleasing. They use
raw materials that might include wood,
metal, clay, paints, paper, fabric, and
gems. Craft artists are weavers, cloth-
ing makers, toy makers, woodworkers,
metalworkers, calligraphers, fiber art-
ists, carvers, potters, jewelers, glass-
blowers, furniture makers, illustrators,
and goldsmiths.

Visit any e-commerce craft website
and you will be struck by the incred-
ible diversity of products. Jewelers
might specialize in making a particular
type of ornament, such as necklaces,
rngs, earrings, bracelets, anklets, and
arm bands. A craft artist might focus
on a single accessory like a belt, while




others make hats, gloves, key chains, headbands, and even sun-
glasses. Artists who concentrate on home decor make pillows, wall
and table decorations, candles, dried floral arrangements, etched
glasses, hand-painted plates, lamps, tables, and chairs. The range
of outdoor and garden items includes handmade planters, bird-
houses, plant stands, and mailboxes.

In addition to selling their goods on e-commerce platforms,
craft artists pursue other sales opportunities. Aimost every mid-
size to large city hosts a craft fair, street fair, or art festival where
craft artists set up sales booths and other displays. Craft artists
also exhibit their goods in boutiques, restaurants, galleries, and
consignment craft stores, with the owners of these businesses
taking a percentage of each sale.

A Typical Workday

Prospective craft artists dream of spending their days in sunny art
studios lovingly fashioning artistic works. In this vision they keep
their own hours and tune out the world while they focus their cre-
ative energies on making beautiful art objects. While this dream is
a reality for some, making art is only part of the job. And ignoring
the outside world is not an option for those who want to maintain
a successful business.

Craft artists need to juggle many tasks in a day. Some prefer
to follow their creative impulses during the early mornings, when
all is quiet and work can proceed undisturbed. Later in the day,
hours might be spent on business activities, which can take up
more time than making art. An embroidery artist named Alex ex-
plains, “My workday usually involves checking emails, packing
orders, putting [embroidery] kits together and ordering supplies,
and sometimes | even get to actually stitch something! | seem to
spend more time these days on the computer. . . . | joke a lot that
for someone with a creative business it doesn’t always feel like
I’m creating much.”®



Art and Business

“When | first started [working as an illustrator] full-time, | pretty much
drew all the time, shared to social media a few times a week and
wrote the odd newsletter. Looking back now at the luxury of 10 hours
a day of drawing, | realize . . . how blessed | was. . . . Very soon the
marketing and customer service side of my business did take over. My
day became one of two halves. During the day | would be working on

my marketing plan, social media and customer service, usually around
4 hours a day, then | would start my drawing, usually early evening and
work into the night.”

—Bonny Snowdon, illustrator

Bonny Snowdon, “The Story of a Full-Time Artist,” Bonny Snowdon Academy, May 3,
2024. https://bonnysnowdonacademy.com.

In addition to the tasks mentioned by Alex, craft artists also
spend time texting and calling current or prospective clients, filling
out invoices, paying bills, and dealing with taxes and other non-
creative issues. Some craft artists boost their income by hosting
workshops where local amateurs pay for instruction and perhaps
a dose of inspiration. Hosting workshops can be a full-time job in
itself; the artist needs to book a location, advertise to attract at-
tendees, and prepare lessons and demonstrations.

Most craft artists need to spend time promoting themselves
and their work. Painter and art business authority Eric Rhoades
says creative artists should spend at least 20 percent of their time
on marketing tasks. These tasks include building and maintaining
a personal website, writing blogs, and posting photos and videos
on Instagram, TikTok, and other social media platforms. Painter
Josie Lewis offers this advice for marketing on social media: “I
would take a look at art accounts | admire and emulate their post-
ing style. You can glean a huge amount of information from what
successful creators post, how they photograph or film their work,
how often they post and how they engage with their audience.””
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Craft artists make
handmade objects that are
designed to be useful as
well as artistically pleasing.
Woodworkers, jewelers,
weavers, and potters are just
a few of the craft artists who
turn raw materials into items
that people want and use.
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Lewis says the most popular videos on her social media accounts
show her working in her studio and explaining how she creates
her artwork. “| really dig sharing my process on social media and
over 3 million folks follow along! My art process videos have had
more than 1 billion views.”®

Education and Training
Lewis went to art school for seven years to earn two degrees: a
bachelor of fine arts (BFA) and a master of fine arts. But Lewis is
in the minority when it comes to educational background. The
American Society of Landscape Architects says that around 42
percent of all craft artists have a bachelor’s degree, while only 12
percent have a master’s degree.

Whatever their educational background, most craft artists
have some formal art education that taught them the necessary
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Source Notes

Introduction: Inspiration Occupations

1. Tim Berners-Lee, “Lessons from the Past and Present for the
Future of the Web,” Knight Foundation, October 29, 2021.
https://knightfoundation.org.

. Quoted in Science+Media Museum, “A Short History of the
Internet,” December 3, 2020. www.scienceandmediamuseum
.0rg.uk.

. Liz Marie, “The Good and the Bad of Pursuing a Creative Ca-
reer,” Liz Marie Strategy, 2025. https://lizmariestrategy.com.

. Liz Marie, “The Good and the Bad of Pursuing a Creative
Career.”

. Quoted in Jack Kelly, “Instead of Chasing Happiness at Work,
Pursue Purpose and Meaning,” Forbes, April 4, 2024. www
forbes.com.

Craft Artist

. Quoted in Pyne & Smith, “A Day in the Life of Alex, a Fiber
Artist,” 2025. https://pyneandsmith.com.

. Josie Lewis, “If | Had to Start from Zero with My Art Business,”
Josie Lewis personal website, 2024. www.josielewis.com.

. Josie Lewis, “My Story,” Josie Lewis personal website, 2024.
WWw.josielewis.com.

. Serena Archetti, “An Artist Guide to Managing Time,” Ser-
ena Archetti personal website, April 30, 2024. www.serena
archetti.com.

Curator

10. Quoted in Job Shadow, “Interview with a Museum Curator,”
2025. https://jobshadow.com.

11. Quoted in National Arts Program, “The Art of Curation: Mu-

seum Curators Talk About What They Do,” 2023. https://
nationalartsprogram.org.




Other Jobs If You Like
the Creative Arts

Actor

Animator
Announcer
Architect

Art historian

Art therapist
Cartoonist
Choreographer
Comic book artist
Dancer

Fashion designer
Film composer
Film director
Fine artist

Floral designer
Graphic designer

Industrial designer
Instrument builder
Jewelry designer
Model

Musician

Music teacher
Music therapist
Nail artist
Photographer
Package designer
Screen printer
Stylist

Tattoo artist
Textile designer
Theatrical designer
Web developer
Writer

Editor’s note: The online Occupational Outlook Handbook of the
US Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics is an excel-
lent source of information on jobs in hundreds of career fields,
including many of those listed here. The Occupational Outlook
Handbook may be accessed online at www.bls.gov/ooh.




Note; Boldface page numbers indicate
lustrations.

Alliance for California Traditional Arts
(ACTA), 13

American Alliance of Museums, 21-22

American Choral Directors Association
(ACDA), 30

American Craft Council (ACC), 14

American Society of Interior Designers
(ASID), 37-38

American Society of Landscape
Architects (ASLA), 10, 46

Archetti, Serena, 11-12

Arts2Work, 53

Association of Art Museum Curators
(AAMC), 22

Barone, Joshua, 24
Baton Basics—Communicating Music
Through Gestures (Wittry), 59
Bay, Jason W., 52
Bell, Natalie, 16-17
Berners-Lee, Tim, 4
Bernstein, Leonard, 25
Beyond the Baton—What Every
Conductor Needs to Know (Wittry),
59
BFA programs, 11
Brazie, Alexander, 49
Brown, Carmen, 36
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS)
current jobs in creative arts, 5
earnings
craft artists, 23
curators, 21
interior designers/decorators,
36-37
music directors, 29
employers of craft artists, 13
job outlooks
craft artists, 23
curators, 21
interior designers/decorators, 37

landscape architects, 45-46
music directors, 29
Occupational Outlook Handbook, 60

Cardaro, Vickie, 40
career opportunities, 60
Carmona, Luis, 33
Center for Curatorial Leadership (CCL),
22
CG Spectrum, 53
choir directors, 27, 30
See also music directors
Clark, Tiffany, 32-33
conductors. See music directors
Conductors Guild, 26
Council for Interior Design Accreditation
(CIDA), 35, 38
Council for Interior Design Qualification
(CIDQ), 35, 38
craft artists
basic facts about, 7
earnings, 23
educational requirements, 10-11
employers, 13
information sources, 13-14
job description, 7-10, 10, 12-13
job outlook, 23
personal qualities and skills, 11-12
self-employed, 7-9, 11-12, 13
types of, 7
Craft in America, 14
creative arts jobs, 5, 6
curators
basic facts about, 15
earnings, 21
educational requirements, 18
employers, 21
information sources, 21-22
job description, 15-17, 19, 20
job outlook, 21
personal qualities and skills, 18-20

Demboski, John R., 18
Diaz, Angelica, 42
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