


CONTENTS

Introduction
Are There Really Alligators in the Sewers?

Chapter One

Hometown Horrors

Chapter Two
When Traveling Turns Creepy

Chapter Three

Critter Encounters

Chapter Four

Doors, Windows, and Mirrors

Chapter Five

Ghosts in the Classroom

Source Notes

For Further Research
Index

Picture Credits
About the Author




CHAPYER ONE

Hometown Horrors

The citizens of New Orleans, Louisiana, live within a unique cul-
ture in America. The city is known for its active nightlife and its
many nightclubs featuring live performances by jazz musicians.
Their music blends the sounds of trumpets, saxophones, and
other instruments with vocals ranging from soothing to lively. The
city itself maintains a decidedly French flavor, with many of the
older buildings featuring balconies, ornate doorways, columns,
and other elements found in Paris and other French cities.

And there is Mardi Gras, a two-week street festival that leads
up to the Christian holiday of Ash Wednesday. Mardi Gras in-
cludes parades, costumed street performers, and numerous
parties throughout the city. Reports travel writer Sunshine Flint,
“For all that New Orleans means to her residents, to tourists and
to the repeat visitor, from jazz revivals to [the] architecture, it is
the city’s uniqueness within the modern United States that make
it so exotically appealing.”®

Anyone who ventures to New Orleans should also know that
the city, according to a well-known urban legend, is haunted by
vampires. These creatures are said to roam the streets at night,
attacking their victims by sinking their fang-like teeth into their
necks and sucking out their blood.

The Carter Brothers
One well-known urban legend focuses on two of the city’s most
notorious vampires—brothers John and Wayne Carter. Back
in 1932 police saw a young woman running frantically down a
street in New Orleans. When the officers caught up with her, she
told them she had been kidnapped by the Carters and held cap-
tive in their apartment. She said the brothers were vampires and




intended to suck out her blood, but she escaped. Police went to
the apartment and discovered four victims—two men and two
women—tied to chairs and barely alive. Each victim had sever-
al bandages wrapped across their bodies. Later, when doctors
removed the bandages, they found numerous bite marks. Else-
where in the apartment, police found the bloodless corpses of a
dozen victims.

According to urban legend, the brothers were arrested, tried
for murder, and executed for their crimes. But the story does not
end there: The Carter brothers are still believed to be roaming the
streets of New Orleans in search of victims. Vampires are, after
all, said to be the undead—supernatural beings that lurk among
us even though they are no longer alive. Says Grace Mitscherlich,
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who relates urban legends to thousands of followers on her You-
Tube and TikTok channels:

The Carter brothers are infamous and everybody has a
story about them. They were these brothers in 1930s New
Orleans. They were rumored to be vampires after allegedly
abducting and draining and drinking the blood of their vic-
tims. A lot of people think if there are weird things happen-
ing around town that are supernatural and unexplained it
could be one of the Carter brothers.”

Moreover, according to urban legend, the Carter brothers
aren’t the only vampires lurking along the streets of New Orleans.
Another vampire, known as Jacques St. Germain, is said to be a
wealthy immigrant from France who arrived in the city in the early
1900s. St. Germain soon connected with the elite and wealthy
members of New Orleans society. He staged lavish parties at his
mansion. But the guests who attended his

“A lot of people think if parties couldn’t help noticing that whenever
Lhere are weird “:j"t‘gs everyone sat down for dinner, their host was
appening around town .
that are supernatural and nevgr served a platg of food. And during tlhe
unexplained it could be one parties, St. Germain was always seen sip-
of the Carter brothers.” ping from a glass of what appeared to be
drace M red wine. But it wasn’t red wine—it was
—Grace Mitscherlich, who relates i
urban legends on the internet blood. According to urban legend, St. Ger-

main was discovered to be a vampire when
a woman he kidnapped escaped as he attempted to sink his teeth
into her neck. She related the incident to police, but when the of-
ficers arrived at St. Germain’s mansion, he was not at home—and
the authorities never found him. Which means St. Germain, and
the Carter brothers, could very well still be lurking in New Orleans.
Says Mitscherlich, “New Orleans is a bit of a paranormal hotspot.
If you are a local or a visitor it seems like everybody ends up having
some sort of story.”®
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Al Capone’s Banjo

Urban legend suggests that the Carter brothers and St. Germain
were evil killers—but there is no doubt that Al Capone was, in fact,
a notorious gangster who routinely ordered the murders of his ene-
mies. Capone was a criminal kingpin in Chicago, lllinois, during the
era known as Prohibition—the years 1920 to 1933 when alcoholic
beverages were banned under federal law. A huge black market
trade in bootleg liquor exploded, providing alcoholic beverages to
illegal nightclubs known as speakeasies. Capone headed the na-
tion’s most violent gang of bootleggers. The most notorious crime
committed by Capone’s gang was the St. Valentine’s Day Massa-
cre. On February 14, 1929—St. Valentine’s Day—Capone’s thugs
gunned down seven members of a rival gang.

Capone was never charged with ordering the murders, but
his numerous other crimes eventually caught up with him and he
went on to spend seven years in prison. Most of his imprisonment
was served in Alcatraz, a prison on an island about 1 mile (1.6 km)

The Ghosts of Midlothian

About 25 miles (40 km) south of Chicago—the site of Al Capone’s criminal empire —
is the small town of Midlothian, lllinois. Located within the town is the Bachelors
Grove Cemetery, which borders a pond. During Capone’s criminal reign, his thugs
are alleged to have used the pond to hide the bodies of their victims—typically,
rival gangsters. Urban legend suggests that the ghosts of those gangsters have
not strayed far from Bachelors Grove Cemetery. Says Scott Markus, an author and
filmmaker who focuses on urban legends:

Crystal Warren, a Midlothian resident who frequents the cemetery in search
of ghosts and a good scare, remembers that upon entering the cemetery
one day she felt as if someone was behind her. Looking back, she saw
two men. Startled and scared, she ran through the cemetery, around the
small pond, and across the street, where she looked back to see the two
men standing at the guardrail along the Midlothian Turnpike. According
to Crystal, the men were wearing clothing that fit the time period of the
1920s. Without prior knowledge of the stories of the pond, Crystal even
compared the men she saw to gangsters.

Scott Markus, “Bachelor’s Grove: The Most Haunted Cemetery in Chicago,” American Ghost Walks, December 20,
2024. www.americanghostwalks.com.
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